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own -lifetime of another Gospel for the one
known to Papias ?

We conclude, then, that the testimony quoted
by Papias from the Elder refers to our S.
Mark. The importance of this testimony is
> very great, for it carries us back to a date not
later t^an circ. 100 A.D., i.e. within forty years
of the traditional date of the composition of the
Gospel.

But Papias mentions by name not only a
Gospel attributed to S. Mark, but also one
attributed to S. Matthew. And here let us
remark how fragmentary is the evidence for the
use of the Gospels in the early Church. It reads
like a few disjointed parts of a lost whole. The
Gospels, with two exceptions, are not mentioned
by name before circ. 190 A.D., the date at which
Irenseus wrote. But these two exceptions are
significant; the first bridges the way to the
sepond, and the second carries us into the first
century. About 140-150 A.r>. (to take the
latest reasonable date), Papias mentions a work
(no doubt a Gospel) by S. Matthew; and about
90-100 A.D. (to take again the latest reasonable
date), Papias' authority, John the Elder, tells how
S. Mark wrote down S. Peter's reminiscences.